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APPRECIATION 

 
 First of all I would like to express my deepest gratitude to Our Heavenly Father for all the 
blessings for the Family of Saint Therese of the Child Jesus. From nothing in 2005 and now we are 
present serving thousands of elders in 12 countries. 

 His Mercy is so abundant that is beyond my imagination. 

 I thank all the Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Nuns, Buddhist Monks,     Buddhist 
Nuns for all the support all these years. Without them we can not reach the     people in need at  
local places. 

 I thank all the donors, collaborators who contribute to this great mission. 

 I especially thank the Claretian Missionaries for the support right in the beginning of the 
Family of Saint Therese establishment, and particularly in helping organize this First International 
Conference 

 I would like to thank all the members, volunteers who are in journey with me in this       
mission. You are really my companions, the pioneers of the Family of Saint Therese of the Child  
Jesus. 

 God has created the Family of Saint Therese by his will. There are three Saint      Protectors 
of the Family of Saint Therese of the Child Jesus: St. Therese herself, Her Parent: Saint Louise      
Martin And Marie Azelie Guerin Martin. Another one is on the way to Sainthood, that is Leonie  
Martin, St. Therese's Sister.  The French press reports that on    January 24, 2015  Bishop              
Jean-Claude Boulanger, bishop of Bayeux and Lisieux, celebrate Mass at the Monastery of the       
Visitation at Caen and announce the opening of the diocesan process for Leonie's sainthood. Leonie 
now has the title "The Servant of God." .  

 I firmly believe that the Family of Saint Therese of the Child Jesus will be sustained and   
developed furthermore to the future. 

 May God bless all of us. 

 Portland, Oregon  December 3, 2015 

 

 

 

  
 Deacon An Thanh  
 Founder 

3601 SE 74th Ave Portland, OR 97206, USA, 503 821 9848, teresafamily.org 

http://leoniemartin.org/my-blog-about-st-therese/2015/1/23/6031opwet4hfbffiajknyr67hwr4me
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  Claretian Missionaries 
              Philippine Province 

 

 

A Legacy of Love that Urges To Serve  

After several years of journey with the Teresa Charities, I realize that indeed the 

grace of God is at hand for those who serve the most vulnerable sector of our community – 

the elderly who offers us legacy of love.  

I thought that serving the poor by giving something is enough. But the elderly 

teaches us the other way around. Our simple presence, our kind words to them, and to let 

them feel that they are being loved is more than what we can give. Their wisdom of       

guiding us to value life and creation is more than a memory – a legacy of love. This is what 

and how the Teresa Charities crosses the borders to extend love. This is indeed the reason 

of its existence and mission. 

The pastoral visit of Pope Francis to the Philippine in 2015 has made us aware that 

as Christians, we must learn how to cry. It means, we are being touched by the realities of 

the absence of love and moved by the urgency to fill this absence with We may have no   

answers to all to the quest of life but silence is enough to be with them.  

The life and mission of the TERESA Charities gives new meaning to the Church. This 

is the mission to adore God through prayers, to walk with the people of God in solidarity, 

and to accompany the most vulnerable sector, the elderly, to feel the love of God.  

All of us, as we are gathered in this memorable event of the International Assembly 

of the Family of St. Terese of the Child Jesus, let us join hands to show the love of God to 

our brothers and sisters.   

Let us build this Family with a MISSION. We belong to a HAPPY FAMILY. 

 

 

REV. FR. EDUARDO C. APUNGAN, CMF 
Provincial Superior 
Claretian Missionaries—Philippine Province 
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1ST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
OF THE FAMILY OF ST. THERESE OF THE CHILD JESUS 

 
The Family of St. Therese of the Child Jesus: The Holy Spirit’s clear sign of finding 

new ways of serving the marginalized of society, especially the elderly 
 

 
I. Background 
 
 A. About the Family of St. Therese of the Child Jesus  
    (Commonly called as Teresa Family) 
 

   1. History 
 

The Family of Saint Therese of the Child Jesus is a Private Association of the 
Faithful, founded by Rev. Vu Thanh An, a permanent deacon of the Roman Catholic 
Church, on October 1, 2005, at the our Lady of Sorrows Parish, Oregon, USA.        
Inspired by the spirituality of the “Little Way” of St. Therese of the Child Jesus, this 
spiritual family of Catholic Christians prays and does spiritual and corporal works 
of mercy especially for the senior citizens and the elderly. “The purpose of the     
Family of Saint Therese of the Child Jesus (CC 304, § 1) is to love the Lord, the Good 
Shepherd and come to Him through the Little Way of Saint Therese of the Child  
Jesus.” 

 
It was first recognized in the Diocese of Portland, USA, by a Decree of     

Archbishop John G. Vlazny on December 8, 2009 and later on by several Dioceses in 
Vietnam namely, Archdiocese of Hue, Diocese of Da Lat, Diocese of Bui Chu and   
Diocese of Thanh Hoa.   

 
In 2006, its activities have expanded to Vietnam, Philippines and Colombia 

and recently in 2014 to Indonesia, East Timor, Cambodia, India, Tanzania, The 
Democratic Republic of Congo, The Dominican Republic and El Salvador. As         
reported to the Pontificium Consilium Pro Laicis, the Association has fifteen (15) 
members in the Diocese of Portland, one hundred thirty-five (135) in Vietnam, one 
hundred thirty(130) in the Philippines, and two (2) in Colombia. Approximately, 
the Association is serving 11,000 elderly in the whole world. 

 
   2. States /Provinces and Countries having activities of  Teresa Family 

and their  Coordinators 
 

(1) Portland, Oregon,USA – Ysabel Schuld 
(2) San Jose, California, USA – Ms. Nguyen Phuong Thi Thao   
(3)India – YsabelSchuld 
(4) El Salvador – Rev. Jose Gonzalez 
(5)Colombia – Rev. Jose Gonzalez 
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(6)Dominican Republic – Rev. Jose Gonzalez 
(7)Congo - Rev. Jose Gonzalez 
(8)Philippines – Luisa Arnaldo 
(9)East Timor - Luisa Arnaldo 
(10)Indonesia – Luisa Arnaldo and Fr. Maria Yohanes Vianey,CMF 
(11)Norway - Mr. Nguyen Cong Huynh 
(12)ThanhHoa (Vietnam) – Ms. Maria Trinh Thi Mac 
(13) Hue (Vietnam) – Mr. Giacobe Le Van Quy 
(14) Thai Binh (Vietnam) – Ms. Maria Dang Thi Nu 
(15)Phu Ly (Vietnam) - Sr. Maria Ngoan Hoang 
(16)Dalat, Vietnam - Ms. Teresa Luong Thi Kim Dung  
(17) Bui Chu (Vietnam) - Sr. Nguyen Thi Thu Huong 

 
B. Background about the Conference 

1. Rationale of the Conference 
 
Rev. An Vu called for this 1stInternational Conference.   For the first time,         

Co-founders and Associates from different countries together with other active     
members gathered together. It is a very important moment for Teresa Family to all 
together listen to the Founder and be guided by him so that the mission he had begun 
will truly spread far and wide. To achieve this, he has to gather them to provide them 
the opportunity to share their experiences and ministries with one another and learn 
from the various ways they express the charism of the Founder. This conference was 
also a venue for them to discuss in the spirit  of dialogue the growth and future of the 
Family especially that Teresa Family is aspiring to be recognized as an International 
Private Association in the Roman Catholic Church. 

 
2. Venue and Time frame 

 
Venue:  Claret Retreat House (Claretian Missionaries)  
48A  Cenacle Drive,Sanville Subdivision, Culiat, Quezon City, Philippines 
Time Frame: October 19-29, 2025 

 
3. Participants Present during the Conference 

 
 Name      Country  Designation 
1. Rev. Mr.  An Thanh Vu   Portland , Oregon, USA Founder 
2. Fr. Ronald Clayton Millican  Portland , Oregon, USA Delegate 
3. Rev. Mr. Jose Gonzalez   Portland , Oregon, USA Co- Founder 
4. Ysabel San Pedro Schuld   Portland , Oregon, USA Delegate 
5. Luisa West G. Delrosario   Portland , Oregon, USA Delegate 
6. Rosalina G. Marker   Portland , Oregon, USA Delegate 
7. Kenneth Roy Arrington   Portland , Oregon, USA Delegate 
8. Ria Labatos Scott    Portland , Oregon, USA Delegate 
9. Mr. Robert Scott    Portland , Oregon, USA Delegate 
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10. Zenh Vang    San Jose, California  Delegate 
11. Ms. Nguyen Phuong Thao  Sn Jose, California  Delegate 
12. Mr. Bryan Hang    Sn Jose, California  Delegate 
13. Mr. John Tran    Sn Jose, California  Delegate 
14. Mrs Diem Thuy Tran   Sn Jose, California  Delegate 
15. Ms. Luisa Arnaldo   Quezon City, Philippines Co-Founder 
16. Fr. Eduardo Apungan, CMF  Quezon City, Philippines Delegate 
17. Fr. Angelito S. Ancla, CMF  Quezon City, Philippines Delegate 
18. Dina Arnaldo    Quezon City, Philippines Delegate 
19. Cristina Rante    Quezon City, Philippines Delegate 
20. Glenda Manunday   Quezon City, Philippines Delegate 
21. Mary Jane Estangco   Quezon City, Philippines Delegate 
22. Joel Anonuevo    Quezon City, Philippines Delegate 
23. Irene Basallo    Montalban, Philippines Delegate 
24. YanciGabini    Montalban, Philippines Delegate 
25. Josephine Eripol    Montalban,  Philippines Delegate 
26. Fr. Maria Yohanes Vianey, CMF  ndonesia   Delegate 
27. Mr. Nguyen Cong Huynh   Norway   Co- Founder 
28. Mrs.  Nguyen Cong Huynh  Norway   Delegate 
29. Ms. Jenny Phuong Bui   Norway   Associate 
30. Ms. Maria Trinh Thi Mac   Thanh Hoa, VN  Delegate 
31. Ms. Pham Thi Xinh   Thanh Hoa, VN  Delegate 
32. Ms. Maria Tran Thi Ai Thi  Hue, VN   Delegate 
33. Ms. Maria Nguyen Thi Duyen  Phu Ly, VN   Delegate 
34. Fr. Vincent Tran Van Duong  Phu Ly, VN   Delegate 
35. Ms. Maria Hoang Thuy Ngoan  Phu Ly, VN   Co-Founder 
36. Sr. Maria Ngoan Nguyen   Teresa Charities  Delegate 
37. Sr. Maria Nguyen Thi Duyen  Phu Ly, VN   Delegate 
38. Ms. Nguyen Thi Oanh   Phu Ly, VN   Delegate 
39. Ms. Tran Thi Song   Dong Tin, VN   Delegate 
40. Sr. Tran Thi Oanh   Dong Tin, VN   Delegate 
41. Ms.  Lai Thi Thuy    Phuong Chinh, VN  Delegate 
42. Ms. Mach Thi Truong   Phuong Chinh, VN  Delegate 
43. Ms. Nguyen Thi Thuy   Phuong Chinh, VN  Delegate 
44. Ms. Nguyen Thi Sinh   Ha Noi, VN   Delegate 
45. Fr. James Nguyen Van Tuoi  Vinh Long,VN   Delegate 
46. Ms. Le Thi Thu Cuc   Vinh Long,VN   Delegate 
47. Ms. Nguyen Thi Ngoc Dung  Vinh Long,VN   Delegate 
48. Ms. Nguyen Le Thi Hong   Vinh Long ,VN  Delegate 
49. Ms. Tran Ngoc Chi   Vinh Long ,VN  Delegate 
50. Ms. Nguyen Thi Thu Trang  Vinh Long,VN   Delegate 
51. Ms. Nguyen Ngoc Hoang ThiThao Vinh Long,VN   Delegate 
52. Ms. Nguyen Thi Tuyet Mai  Vinh Long,VN   Delegate 
53. Ms. Nguyen ThiNga   Vinh Long,VN   Delegate 
54. Ms. Van Thi Lang    Vinh Long,VN   Delegate 
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55. Sr. Maria Nguyen Thi Thu Huong Bui Chu, VN   Co-Founder 
56. Mr. Giacobe Le LinhQuy   Hue, VN   Co-Founder 
57. Ms. Maria Tran ThiNuong  Hue, VN   Co-Founder 
58. Ms. Maria Dang Thi Nu   Thai Binh. VN   Co-Founder 
59. Ms. Maria Cao Thi Rue   Thai Binh, Vn   Delegate 
60. Ms. Teresa LuongThi Kim Dung  Da Lat, VN   Co-Founder 
61. Sr. Maria Nguyen Ngoan   Ho Chi Minh, VN  Board of Director 
62.  Ms. Vu ThiNhu Ngoc   Ho Chi Minh, VN  Delegate 
63. Ms.  Nguyen Thi Thuy   PhuNhai   Delegate 
  
II. Conference  
 

 A. Preparations 
The preparation of the Conference was spearheaded by Ms. Luisa Arnaldo in 

the Philippines together with Board members, members and volunteers of Teresa 
Charities  based in Quezon City and Montalban, Rodriguez Rizal with support and     
assistance by  Fr. Eduardo Apungan, CMF and Fr. Angelito Ancla, CMF. Several       
meetings are planning were held before the conference.  Materials, venue,               
transportation and staff were put in place and arranged beforehand to respond to the 
various needs during the conference.   
 

 B. Arrival of Delegates 
1. Fr. Yohanes Vianey, delegate from Indonesia arrived on October 17, 2015.  
2. Reverend An Vu arrived coming from Portland, Oregon, USA,  in  Quezon City 

last October 19,2015. They were welcome and fetch at the Ninoy Aquino    
International Airport Terminal 1 by Ms. Luisa Arnaldo, Fr. Angelito Ancla, 
CMF and Fr. Eduardo Apungan, CMF. 

3. The delegates from Norway arrived,  delegates from Portand Oregon arrived 
on October 20, 2015.  
The delegates from Vietnam and San Jose, USA arrived on October 21, 2015. 

They all came from Vietnam. 
C. Program 

 1. Opening Eucharistic Celebration  
 a. Presider, Time, Venue 

On October 22, 2015, Feast of St. John Paul II, at 8:00 AM in the Chapel 
of Claret Retreat House, the Conference began with a Eucharistic celebration 
presided over by Fr. Ronald Clayton  Millican with  concelebrants namely, Fr. 
Eduardo Apungan, CMF, Fr. AngelitoS. Ancla, CMF, Fr. Maria Yohanes Vianey, 
CMF, Fr.Tran Van Duong, Fr. Nguyen Tuoi. Two Deacons served this mass 
namely Rev. Jose Gonzalez and Rev. Vu Thanh An. Mr. Kenneth Roy Arrington 
read the 1st Reading (Roman 6: 19-23) and Responsorial Psalm and Rev. Vu 
read the Gospel (Luke 12: 49-53). 

 b.  Message during the Mass 
In the homily of Fr. Millican, expounded on the words of Jesus on the 

cross, “I thirst.” Jesus was thirsting for our love. The poor are hungry and 
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thirsty for love. The Family of St. Therese is not only feeding the body but 
also the soul of the most vulnerable people in our society, the elderly. St. 
Bonaventure gave an interpretation of the crucifix. Jesus head was tilt so that 
he could kiss us. His arms are stretched so that he could hug us. His feet are 
nailed because he would never walk away from us. Jesus would never leave 
us. The wound on his side gives access to His Heart. Jesus longs for us to live 
in His Sacred Heart.  

 
 c. Official pronouncement of the Co-founders and Associate Founders and 

blessing 
 

Before the final blessing, Rev. Vu delivered an inspiring message by 
expressing his confidence in the intercession of three (3) Saints namely St. 
Therese of the Child Jesus and her parents Saints Louise Martin and Zellie 
Martin who were newly canonized by Pope Francis last October 18, 2015. He 
believes that since the Teresa Family belongs to the family of St. Therese, 
these three saints will protect and pray for us. He said, “I pray that the three 
saints in our family will share a little bit of their sainthood with us. Why    
hesitate to ask for the great blessing in the name of Christ?” 

 
Then, he formally announced to the assembly the co-founders of the 

Family of St. Therese. These are the persons who have been collaborating 
with him since 2005 with the exception of Rev. Gonzalez. He also expects 
them to continue his mission and build the Family in the whole world. The co
-founders are: 

 
1. Luisa Arnaldo (from Quezon City, Philippines). She is in-charge of 

South East Asia) 
2. Ms. Maria Dang Thi Nu ( from Thai Binh, Vietnam) 
3. Sr. Maria Hoang Thuy Ngoan (from Phu Ly, Vietnam) 
4. Mr. Giacobe Le Van Quy (from Hue, Vietnam) 
5. Ms. Maria Tran Thi My Nuong (from Hue, Vietnam) 
6. Rev. Jose Gonzalez (from Portland, Oregon, USA) He is in-charge of 

South America and Africa. He has been with the Family in less than 10 
years but Rev. Vu included him as a co-founder because of the    
Founder’s trust in him and Rev. Gonzalez commitment to the Family) 

7. Sr. Maria Nguyen Thi Thu Huong ( from Bui Chu, Vietnam) 
8. Rev. Fr.  Anthony Vu Duc Tu ( From ThanhHoa, Vietnam) – He was not 

present during the Conference. 
 

He also called the Associate Founders. These are persons who have been 
supporting the Family for some time. 

1. Ms. Maria Trinh Thi Mac (from ThanhHoa, Vietnam) 
2. Ms. Teresa Luong Thi Kim Dung (from Dalat, Vietnam) 
3. Ms. Maria Le Thi Thu Cuc ( from Vinh Long, Vietnam) 
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4. Mr. Nguyen Cong Huynh (from Norway) 
5. Mrs. Vu QuyThi (from Norway) 
6. Ms. Jenny Phuong Bui (from Norway) 
7. Ms. Nguyen Phuong Thi Thao ( from San Jose, California, USA) 
8. Bryan Hang (from San Jose, California, USA) 
 
After calling all the co-founders and associates, Rev. Vu, gave them 

pins of St. Therese signifying their commitment to the Family. Then, he       
invited Fr. Eduardo Apungan, CMF, to pray over them. In his prayer, he 
thanked the Lord for God’s blessings given to the Family. He also asked God 
that the Family become an instrument in spreading the Good News and 
Christ’s love especially to the elderly. He invoked the Holy Spirit to inspire 
and strengthen the members as they entrust themselves as partners in 
Christ’s mission. 

 
d. Relic of St. Therese 

Fr. Millican, invoked the intercession of St. Therese for fruitfulness in 
the ministry and daily life by using the relic of St. Therese during the final 
blessing. 

 
2. Opening Ceremony  

A. Prayer and welcome remarks 
 

Fr. Eduardo Apungan, CMF, led the opening prayer of the conference 
and it was immediately followed by simple welcome remarks by Fr. Angelito 
Ancla, CMF, to all the participants. 

 
B. Acknowledgment of Delegates  
 

Rev. An Vu acknowledged the presence of the delegates coming from 
different countries and welcome them. The meeting of delegates symbolizes 
its being a family and community that has to grow in love, friendship and   
collaboration in mission. 

 
C. Message and Updates from the Founder ( Based on his messages) 

 
Rev. Vu, expressed his gratitude to God for the 10 years of existence 

and service of the Family since 2005. At present the activities of Teresa   
Family is already on going in many countries like the USA, Vietnam,          
Philippines, Norway, Colombia, El Salvador, Congo, India, Indonesia and East
-Timor. He considered the expansion of the Family as work of the Grace of 
God. 

 
He shared that on May 2015, he went to the Council of the Laity in the 

Vatican to make a follow-up on his application for the international         
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recognition of the Teresa Family. The Vatican neither said yes nor no to the 
request but it allowed the Teresa Family to accept non-Catholics or            
non-Christians as members of the Teresa Family as long as they do not hold 
leadership roles because it is aimed at doing charity work for all. The letter 
from Vatican said that the Association has not yet met the criteria to begin 
the process of its becoming an international recognition but the Vatican has 
shown the way on how to reach that goal. One of the requirements is more 
members coming from different countries. At the end of that letter, it says, “I 
can only encourage you to persevere in the precious work of the Family of 
St. Therese of the Child Jesus carries out. It is a clear sign of how the   Holy 
Spirit finds new ways of helping the church to remain close to those, here 
the elderly that society often forgets or discards.”  

 
Based on the response of The Council of Laity, Rev. An Vu emphasized 

to the participants that the growth of the Family is Sign of the Holy Spirit. 
The 1st Conference is also a clear sign of the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
Members have to persevere in this precious work to have an international 
recognition.  

 
D. Response of some Priests present regarding the message of the Founder 

 
Fr. Apungan, reiterated that Teresa Family is a work of the Holy         

Spirit. He was happy to see that Religious and Lay people work together 
sharing in the same mission. He assured Rev. An Vu that the Claretians are  
partners of the Teresa Family in its mission  and  charity works. 

 
Fr. LitoAncla, CMF, expressed his gratitude because through Teresa 

Family he was able to encourage more people to take part in the parish       
ministry especially to the care to the senior citizens and elderly.  He was able 
to reach out much more to the elderly sector through Teresa Family. 

 
Fr. Millican shared that in the Mass for the Holy Martyrs it says that, 

“God chooses the weak and makes them strong in bearing witness to Him.” 
His parish in the USA is neither big nor rich but it became the humble            
beginning of the Teresa Family. He reminded the participants to keep in 
mind this question, “Who am I to be part of such an important ministry of 
taking care of the poor and the elderly?” God has chosen the Family of St 
Therese to be an instrument of His love and grace to the people whom the 
Family is blessed to serve.  
 

E. Message of a co-founder, Ms. Luisa Arnaldo 
 Below is an excerpt from her speech. 
 

I was working in the Claret Urban Poor Apostolate (CUPA), the           
socio-pastoral arm of the CLARETIAN Missionaries to serve the urban 
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poor in the slum communities, when the program for the elderly 
through rice distribution has given birth into St. Therese for the     
Elderly Project (STEP)- 
The word STEP has no significance at all in until such time that the 
project has created different programs and ministries, setting up  
mission houses from one slum area to another slum communities, 
from one Diocese of Metro Manila to the outskirts Diocese of            
Novaliches, from rural Diocese of Antipolo in the peripheries to the 
typhoon Yolanda-devastated places of Ormoc in the Visayas Region, 
from the Catholic majority country- Philippines to the                        
Muslim-dominated country, Indonesia, as far as the newly-formed 
independent country of East Timor, The so-called STEP becomes a 
big leap into building a Family Association of St. Therese of the Child 
Jesus (FAST) 
 
 The Congregation of the Claretian Missionaries has been a 
partner of the Family to form a formation of the Family constitution. 
It was Fr. Elias Ayuban, CMF, a canon lawyer and also working in 
ROME as in charge of the office of the Congregation for Consecrated 
Life and Lay Institutes, who help in laying down the Constitution who 
reminded us, “ If it is really a work of the Holy Spirit, this Family 
of St. Therese will live.”  
 
 The life of the mission in the church is to evangelize. To live 
with the poor and the marginalized gives us the spirit to move on. No 
less Pope Francis who said in his recent visit here in the Philippines 
who said, “You take out the poor from the Gospel, and your      
MISSION will be meaningless.” 

 
 Let us build this Family with a MISSION. Each of us belongs to 
the Family not only as simple PROJECT as NGO, not as mere           
PROGRAM for the Elderly, not as new ASSOCIATION in the Church 
but as a FAMILY to evangelize bringing the Good News of Salvation. 
We belong to a HAPPY FAMILY.  

 
3. Reports of the delegates 

A. Vietnam 
 1) Hue 

Mr. Quy reported on the “Shower of Rice program” in which the           
Association will add twice of the value donated by the local donor whether in 
cash or rice. For example if a local donor gives a kilo of rice, Teresa Family in 
Portland will give two (2) kilos of rice. This is a way of encouraging local   
benefactors to be more generous to the ministry. Many priests supported this 
program and invited more benefactors. There are also disadvantages. Many 
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benefactors do not like to bring rice because its inconvenience thus they        
prefer to give cash. At times, they also receive low quality of rice. 

 
He also expressed the need to have a clearer financial system and        

report.  The one campaigning for funds should be distinguished from the 
Treasure. Reports must be supported by receipts, pictures and other            
documents. 

 
He also mentioned also the importance of using the social media like 

Facebook and creating a website to promote the Association locally and       
internationally. 

 
2) Phu Ly 

Foundation and Development 
The presence of the Association in Phu Ly was  first planted during the 

visit of the Founder, Rev. Vu Thanh An on  May 10, 2011 to the then           
Archbishop of Ha Noi now Cardinal Peter Nguyen Van Nhon in order to ask 
permission for opening a community within his Archdiocese. The permission 
was granted and few years later, this community gave birth to ten (10)     
communities in other dioceses namely, two (2) in Bac Ninh, two (2) in 
XuanLoc, two (2)  in Buon Ma Thuot, three (3) in Bui Chu, one (1) in Thai 
Binh, one (1) in Vinh and one (1) in Hung Hoa. 

 
Personnel 

Thirty (30) Religious sisters of the Family of St. Therese of the Child 
Jesus serve in these different communities with the support of some bishops, 
clergy, other religious congregations particularly the Sisters of Charity in Vinh 
Diocese. Around one hundred volunteers help the sisters in this ministry with 
the guidance of Fr. Tran Duong and Fr. Do Chung. 

 
Houses 

There are two houses in Phu Ly. One house is for students and the   
other house is for fifteen (15) Religious Sister of the Family of St. Therese of 
the Child Jesus.  

 
Activities 

The sisters and volunteers of Teresa Family are involved in the care 
for the poor children, clinic for the elderly and parish work like floral            
arrangement, training choir groups, and teaching catechesis for the youth and 
catechumens. They are also into pro-life advocacy by supporting pregnant 
and abused women who had unwanted pregnancy and by burying aborted 
fetuses. And on several occasions, they also visit the elderly and give them 
food. 
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3.) Thai Binh 
Sr. Maria Dang Thi Nu, head of Teresa Family in Thai Binh reported on 

personnel, house, ministry and challenges they encounter.  
 

Personnel 
Teresa Family has nine (9) sisters in Thai Binh Diocese. Four are 

working in the Diocese itself and the 5 other sisters are assigned to other   
parishes. Seven lay people are helping them with the assistance of some    
university students.  

 
Houses 

They have 2 houses. One house is for the care of the elderly and two 
(2) disabled orphans. The other one is used by four (4) sisters and some poor 
children. Many of them belong to an ethnic minority. They also accommodate 
some pregnant women. 

 
Ministries 

(1) Care for poor elderly. Some of them are homeless. 
(2) Supporting trouble young couples 
(3) Care for orphans and disabled children 
(4) Involved in income generating projects like sewing 
(5) Parish work and other collaborative charity work with the           

        diocese. 
 
Need: The facility for the care of the homely elderly is not enough. 

 
4) Vinh Long 

Establishment 
Teresa Family was established on May 8, 2012 originally with 8    

members but now it has increased to 40 with the guidance of Fr. James     
Nguyen Van Tuoi. 

 
Activities 

(1) Monthly meeting every first Sunday  
(2) Daily Bible sharing and rosary 
(3) Planning of activities 
(4)Mid-Autumn festival for children in remote areas 

 
Funds 

(1) Members contribute 2,000 VND daily for the projects. 
(2) Monthly offering of 200,000 VND to support 10 elderly 
(3)Donations from sponsors 

 
Ministries 

(1) Free cataract surgery for the elderly 
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(2) Providing artificial limbs 
(3) Rationing food for poor patients in Vinh Long General hospital  
(4)Organizing Charity trip to areas of Ethnic minorities like Kon Tum,  
DakLak and Binh Thuan 
(5) Medical mission in remote areas 
(6) Haircut for elderly and children 
 

B.  USA  
 

1. Portland, USA ( Reported by Ysabel San Pedro Schuld) 
Teresa Family started in Portland ten (10) years ago at the Our Lady of 

Sorrow in Parish in Woodstock, Portland, Oregon, USA. One of the first persons 
whom the Founder approached to be engaged in this ministry was Ms. Marivic 
Tupaz. Ten years later, the Teresa Family opened its mission in the Philippines. 
At present there are 20 active members and the latest one is Nikki Allen and they 
have a new aspirant, Anita T. 

 
2. San Jose, California, USA (Reported by Mr. Tran and Ms. Phuong Thao) 

Mrs. Phuong Thao, wife of Bryan Hang, was involved with the Teresa   
Family during a fund raising campaign in San Jose. She had the desire to serve by 
helping in raising funds for the ministry to the elderly. Mr. Tran, a Buddhist,      
expressed his admiration to some members of Teresa Family for dedicating their 
lives to help others. He made a commitment to do whatever he can to help the 
ministry financially. 

 
C. India (Reported by Ysabel San Pedro Schuld) 

In 2013 Rev. An Vu expressed his desire to spread the wings of        
Teresa Family in India. Santhosha Jagan Kumari, a lawyer and activist, was 
introduced to Ysabel S. Schuld through a friend. Through her Teresa Family 
is able to extend its activities to the elderly and women who are poor and 
marginalized. In September 2014, 50 elderly were enrolled as beneficiaries 
to receive some kilos of rice every month which was greatly appreciated.  
Two (2) aspirants for the Teresa Family, namely, Swaathi Maddala (21 years 
old) and Nukaratnam Saarampati (widow in her late 40’s)  help in               
implementing the program. They are sent 100 USD as stipend to perform the 
tasks given them. In April 2015, the Teresa Family organized a prayer group. 
They also invite people to study the Word of God, pray the Divine Mercy    
Rosary and the Prayer to St. Therese.  

 
One of the dreams of the Teresa Family for India is to be able to give 

free cataract surgery for the elderly. This is her task which need financial 
cost of at least 10,000 USD. 
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D. El Salvador (Reported by Rev. Jose Gonzalez) 
In 2014, while doing his retreat, permanent Deacon Rev. Jose         

Gonzalez, was invited by Rev. An Vu to join him in the mission of Teresa   
Family for El Salvador, Rev. Gonzalez’s native country.  He is now part of the 
co-founders chosen by Rev. An Vu. He coordinates the rice delivery in             
El Salvador, Columbia, Dominican Republic, Congo and Tanzania, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Uganda. Some people collaborate in him in the United States. 

 
A group of twelve (12), among them is a transitioning Deacon Rev. 

Cruz Martinez, who functions as coordinator, form a team in El Salvador.    
Teresa Charities started helping fifty (50) elderly but now, with the              
collaboration of friends and family, one hundred thirty (130) elderly are    
being ministered to. The group meets once a week to read the bible, share 
their faith and pray. They use one of the weekends to pack food which are 
delivered after the mass. Some people are unable to pick them up because 
they are ill or very old. In that case, some members (at least 2 members) 
bring those meals to their residences. 

 
E. Dominican Republic (Reported by Rev. Jose Gonzalez) 

Rev. Jose Gonzalez coordinates the delivery of meals to some fifty (50) 
persons in the Dominican Republic. The local coordinator of the group there 
is Father Juan Carlos Gonzalez. Money is deposited to a previously                 
established account for this sole purpose. The same procedure is carried out  
in El Salvador. 

 
F. Colombia (Reported by Rev. Jose Gonzalez) 

For Columbia, money is deposited in a local bank under Father        
Manuel Baccera (Diocese of Portland, Oregon). He is responsible for the      
delivery of rice in Columbia church. 

 
G. Congo(Reported by Rev. Jose Gonzalez) 

For Congo, the money is delivered to Deacon Jim Pitman. 
 

H. Tanzania ( Reported by Rev. Jose Gonzalez) 
For Tanzania the money is sent to a group of nuns, the Sister of the 

Holy Spirit. 
 

I. Philippines (Reported by Ms. Luisa Arnaldo) 
 

(1) Significant Events from 2006 to 2015 
 

a. 2006 and 2007 
Several persons were instrumental in the opening of Teresa Family in 

the Philippines. Rev. An Vu asked Ms. Marivic Tupaz to make some contacts 
in the Philippines. She got in touch with Fr. Antonio “Tony” Abuan, MS, who 
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connected with Ms. Luisa Arnaldo, who was then working with the Claretian 
Missionaries through the Claret Urban Poor Apostolate (CUPA) whose        
director was Fr. Eduardo “Educ” Apungan, CMF. On October 1, 2006, Teresa 
Charities was launched in partnership with CUPA. STEP or St. Therese for 
the Elderly Program became one of the programs of CUPA. STEP had several 
sub-programs like the Home-Care for the Elderly Program (HELP) and CARE 
Program for senior citizens who are still strong enough to join social and 
spiritual activities outside their homes. The following year, 2007, was filled 
series of programs like rice distribution, social and spiritual activities. 

 
 

   b. 2008 
In 2008, the Family Association of St. Therese of the Child Jesus 

(FAST), a mission team of mostly Filipinos from Portland, Oregon, visited 
the Philippines to deepen the partnership. It was also during this year that 
the Teresa House of Love, which is located in a slum area under the parish of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, Quezon City, was acquired. This house         
became the residence and office of Teresa Charities members and some    
collaborators. 

 
   c. 2009 

In 2009, the activities of Teresa Charities were extended to Bagong 
Barrio, Caloocan City. The second house was bought and named as House of 
Hope. It was later sold in 2013 because the program in that area was          
discontinued. The money was later on used Teresa Charities activities          
especially the  rice distribution. 

 
   d. 2010   

In 2010, Botanical Garden community, one of the areas where Teresa 
Charities was operating got burned. Around 2000 families were affected. 
The center used by Teresa Charities was consumed by fire. The program 
was affected and it could not operate normally. It also had to be adjusted to 
respond to the needs of the fire victims. Many of the beneficiaries were         
relocated by the government to Montalban, which is quite far from Quezon 
City. This tragedy became an opportunity for growth and expansion of          
Teresa Charities. Together with CUPA, Teresa Charities were assisting the 
relocation of many displaced fire victims especially the elderly. Montalban 
became a new area where Teresa Charities organized social and spiritual 
activities for the elderly including those who came from other cities of Metro 
Manila. 

 
   e. 2011 

In 2011, the FAST group visited the Philippines for the 2nd time. They 
were brought to Montalban to see the beautiful apostolic works that Teresa 
Charities were doing there. It was on this year that the House of Faith in 1K1 
Barangay San Jose, Montalban, was procured.  
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f. 2012 
In 2012, Teresa Charities acquired a legal status through SEC            

registration under the name of Teresa Charities Association of Quezon City, 
Inc. Teresa Charities became an independent institution but in continuous 
collaboration and partnership with the Claretian Missionaries though CUPA, 
and the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish (IHMP),whose parish priest is Fr. 
Angelito Ancla, CMF, Claret School of Quezon City, Claretian Publications, 
Claret Seminary and Claret Theology House.  One of the huge tasks that        
Teresa Charities and the Claretians did during this year was the relief         
operations for the Monsoon rains (Habagat) victims in Quezon City and  
Montalban. 

 
It was in 2012 that Teresa Charities established a partnership with 

the Lupang Pangako Parish in Dumpsite area Barangay Payatas, Quezon City. 
The parish priest then was Fr. Ephraim Gaza, CM. 

 
On October 2012, Rev. An Vu visited again the Philippines. 

 
g. 2013 
In 2013,Teresa Charities made several partnerships with some         

institutions. It established a formal partnership with IHMP through the      
Parish Age of Legacy Ministry (PALM), which is a parish-based ministry for 
the senior citizens and elderly. Teresa Charities was the inspiration of           
Fr. Lito Ancla, the parish priest, for creating PALM. It also partnered with De 
La Salle University through COSCA, for the National Service Training           
Program (NSTP) of University students who are required to do some          
community service. Several encounters and health beneficial activities were 
made for the elderly. 

 
On February 2013, some Vietnamese sisters of the Teresa Family, 

namely Tam, Tinh, Duyen and Lap, were sent to the Philippines for exposure 
and to see the possibility of opening a religious community of Teresa Family 
in the Philippines.  But the sisters only stayed until August 2014 and           
returned to Vietnam. 

 
On November 8, 2013, the central part of the Philippines was hit by 

Super typoon, Yolanda (Haiyen).  On December 2013, Rev. An Vu visited the 
typhoon victims in Ormoc. Teresa Family donated goods for the victims and 
contributed for the repair of several chapels destroyed by the typhoon. 

 
   h. 2014 

 
In 2014, Teresa Charities was registered again with SEC under          

another name, Teresa Charities for the Elderly Program. Since the office in 
Pechayan could not suffice the requirements of the government, the program 
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director of Teresa Charities, Luisa Arnaldo, asked the parish priest of IHMP if 
they can be given an office within the Church compound.  Since then, Teresa 
Charities hold its legal office at the BEC office of the Parish. 

 
On May 2014, Ms. Luisa Arnaldo went to Indonesia and East Timor, 

together with Fr. Renato Manubag, CMF, the former Provincial Superior of 
the Claretians in the Philippines, to expand the activities of Teresa Charities 
there. More or less 400 elderly rice beneficiaries are fromEast-Timor and  
Indonesia in places like Kupang, Medan Somatra, Benlutu, Kaniti, Manuat, 
Nurobo, Oenopu, Tilomar, Fohorem, Lolotoe and Sok Flores.   

 
i. 2015 
On August 2015, Teresa Charities extended its activities in Sumatra, 

Indonesia. 
 

Lastly, on October 20-29, 2015, Teresa Charities Philippines hosted 
the 1st International Conference of the Family of St. Therese of the Child      
Jesus. It was held in Claret Retreat House, Quezon City. 

   
(2) Programs and activities 

Teresa Charities in the Philippines has five (5) programs namely 
CARE, HELP, PRAY, SERVE, SHARE.  

 
CARE Program facilitates the on-going integral formation and care 

for the elderly and to foster healthy community life through fellowship, 
bonding, recreation among its members, volunteers and beneficiaries to    
enliven the value of HOPE. 

 
HELP Program aims to assist families of the elderly who are in the 

home care program through medical and socio-pastoral activities in order to 
uphold the value of LOVE. 

 
PRAY Programis a spiritual journey together with the elderly for 

their spiritual growth and nourishment through prayer and reception of the 
sacraments to deepen their FAITH. 

 
SERVE Program is a continuous training and spiritual exercise for 

members and volunteers to foster the virtues of compassion, care and love 
for the elderly so that they may have genuine attitude of SERVICE. 

 
SHARE Program is a way of extending the network of Teresa        

Charities so that it can better access, consolidate, and mobilize human        
resources and other ways and means to support and sustain the ministry 
creating a sense of SOLIDARITY. 
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(3) Challenges 
1. The Teresa Charities needs to get more active members who are 
committed to the ministry. 
 
2. It still has no stable house and office in Quezon City where it can do 
more networking with other institutions. The present residence of 
the Teresa Charities is located in a slum area and is continuously     
under the threat of demolition. They are presently having office at the 
Social Action Ministry Office of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
 
3. It is not yet self-sufficient financially and thus it almost entirely rely 
of the support of the Founder. 

 
J. Indonesia (  See the report of Ms. Luisa Arnaldo for the year 2014 and 2015) 

 
K. East-Timor ( See the report of Ms. Luisa Arnaldo for the year 2014 and 2015) 

 
L. Sandnes, Norway ( Reported by Mr. Joseph Nguyen Cong Huynh) 

Teresa Family of Norway was represented by Maria Jenny Bui, Maria 
Vu Thi Quy and Joseph Nguyen Cong Huynh.  Around eleven (11) years ago, 
Rev. An Vu went to Stavanger to plant the seed of Teresa Family there.  At 
present, there are ten (10) members. They help in raising funds for the     
ministries of the Teresa Family. 

 
 

4. Messages of Bishops during Eucharistic Celebrations 
 

Bishop Honesto Ongtioco 
Date: October 23, 2015  
Venue: Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, Quezon City 

 
Bishop Honesto affirmed Teresa Family as a work of the Holy Spirit. 

He elaborated on the concept of charity work to the poor. He said that       
usually when we thought of the poor, we think of scavengers on the streets. 
But Mother Teresa of Calcutta said that the deepest form of poverty is lack of 
love. This is a challenge for all. Mission is more about bringing the love of 
God because only love can truly fill the heart. It is very important to            
remember what St. Therese of the Child Jesus said that we should do things, 
no matter how small but with much love. Making people experienced that 
they are loved and cared is the essence of mission. This is what the Teresa 
Family can do in little ways but with great love. 
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Bishop Antonio Tobias 
Date: October 24, 2015 (Feast of St. Anthony Mary Claret) 
Venue: Chapel of Claret Retreat House, Quezon City 

 
Bishop Tobias shared about missionary work as God’s mysterious  

action of calling us to share in His work of salvation. He compared St.           
Anthony Mary Claret and St. Therese of the Child Jesus. Claret lived in a     
missionary era when many missionary societies were founded. He                
responded to the call of Jesus to go out throughout the whole world to      
proclaim the Gospel. He said that being a missionary is a call for everyone by 
virtue of baptism and Confirmation when the Holy Spirit send us to be active 
in the apostolate by sharing in the three-fold function of Jesus as Priest, 
Prophet and King. St. Therese is considered as Patron for Mission even 
though she never went out for the missions. Missionaries in China, Africa 
and other parts of the world wrote her letters. She prayed for them. That   
became her way of sharing in the missions. The Bishop had strong desire to 
go to mission. He had the chance when he was assigned for few years in a 
Muslim-dominated are in Zamboanga. Truly God makes His own ways to call 
and beacon us for the mission. 

 
III. Pastoral activities  

A. Encounter at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish (IHMP), Quezon City with 
Bishop Honesto Ongtioco, DD (October 23, 2015) 

 
On October 23, 2014, the 6th day of the gathering, at 9:00 AM, an encounter was 

made between Conference Delegates and the Teresa Charities’ (TC) beneficiaries in 
IHMP. It started with the celebration of the Holy Eucharist presided over by the Local 
Ordinary of the Diocese of Cubao, Most Reverend Honesto Ongtioco, DD.  A total     
number of Two hundred fiftry (250) TC beneficiaries attended.  

 
 After the mass, a very entertaining cultural presentation was held at the 

Church basement in Bulwagang Claret. Several groups of the elderly rendered dances 
and songs and a group of young people, called MuntingKamay, had a show case of         
Filipino ethnic dances. Towards the end of the program, beneficiaries and participants 
shared a simple yet sumptuous packed lunch. 

 
It ended with rice distribution. Conference Delegates were given the chance to 

personally do the rice distribution to the beneficiaries. More than the rice distribution, 
the participants also shared their precious time, care and compassion to the                  
beneficiaries. The place of gathering was transformed into a haven of grateful people 
manifested in the smiles and faces of the beneficiaries.  
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B. Sampaloc Community in CP Garcia, Quezon City (October 23, 2015) 
 

After the encounter at the Bulwagang Claret, the delegates went to one of 
the informal settler communities of the parish called CP Garcia Sampaloc, located 
around two (2) kilometers away from IHMP Church, to see the realities and plight 
of many poor people living in the city especially the elderly.  The delegates, guided 
by some Teresa Volunteers , visited the houses of the people in small groups. 
 

C. Rev. An Vu baptizes Mr. Bryan Hang (October 23, 2015) 
 

On October 23, 2015 at 6:00 PM in Claret Retreat House Chapel, Rev. An Vu 
baptized, Bryan Hang who was Rev. Vu’s companion in the Refugee Camp in 
Morong, Bataan in the 90’s.  Bryan Hang together with his wife Phuong Thao are 
now members and benefactors of the Teresa Family. 
 

D. Pastoral Visit in Southville 8-B, Barangay San Isidro, Rodriguez Rizal 
(Montalban) ( Oct 24, 2015) 

 
On October 24, 2015, is the feast day of St. Anthony Mary Claret, founder of 

the Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary or Claretian Missionaries, His Excellency 
Bishop Antonio Tobias, DDL ocal Ordinary of the Diocese of Novaliches, presided 
over the mass at around 8:00AM, at Claret Retreat House Chapel.  Concelebrated 
with him were Fr. Lito, CMF, Fr. Ronald, Fr. Tuoi and Fr. Duong. 

 
After the mass, the delegates embarked on a pastoral visit to Southville 8-B, 

Barangay San Isidro, Rodriguez Rizal (Montalban) where both Teresa Charities and 
Claret Urban Poor Apostolate (CUPA) are doing their ministry. They first went to St. 
Anthony Mary Claret Chapel where people in that area are celebrating their 
Patron’s feast. This chapel is under San Isidro Labrador Parish whose parish priest 
is Fr. Romeo Nun ez, CICM (Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary). This 
parish belongs to the Diocese of Antipolo whose Local Ordinary is Bishop Gabriel 
Reyes, DD.  Fr. RomyNun ez mentioned to the delegates that Fr. Eduardo C.        
Apungan, CMF together Mrs. Luisa Arnaldo, organized  the people during the begin-
ning of the relocation when there was still neither electricity nor potable water in 
the housing project provided by the government through the National Housing    
Authority (NHA). At present there are already 60,000 families living there and 
there is already potable water and electricity in almost all areas.  

 
Before the Rice Distribution, six groups of children rendered festive Filipino 

presentations for the guests. Rev. An Vu initiated to pass the hat to the Delegates 
who put money for each of group. Rice distribution for 250 elderly followed was 
assisted by 75 Teresa Charities members and volunteers. Every elderly was given 5 
kilos of rice. The Parish Priest, Fr.  Romy Nun ez expressed his heartfelt gratitude to 
Rev. An Vu and all the delegates for supporting the parish especially the vulnerable 
sector of society, the elderly.  
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After the rice distribution, the delegates went to Claret Mission Center 
where CUPA’s office, library and conference hall are located.  
 

E. Pastoral visit in Payatas (October 24, 2015) 
 

Later in the afternoon of October 24, 2015, the delegates visited a              
community in Payatas which is under the Lupang Pangako Parish, whose parish 
priest is Fr. Emil Adawe, CM. He was very thankful to the Family of Saint Therese of 
the Child Jesus for helping the elderly parishioners, whom some of them earn 
through scavenging in the dumpsite nearby.  This parish belongs to the Diocese of 
Novaliches. Fr. Adawe facilitated the rice distribution to one hundred (100) elderly 
in two separate groups. 
 

F. Visit to Typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan) Victims from October 26 to 28, 2015 
 

Delegates from Norway, Portland, Indonesia, East Timor together with Rev. 
An Vu and Ms. Luisa Arnaldo visited several communities devastated by the Super 
typhoon Yolanda (Haiyan).  They visited Barangay Milagro and other nearby      
communities where the Claretian Missionaries are present. They were welcomed 
and assisted in visiting different areas by Fr. Paul Manila, CMF, the Novice Master, 
Fr. Christopher Ligason, and CMF, Fr. Lorenzo Miranda, CMF. They were                 
accommodated at the Claretian Novitiate House.  

 
The delegates witnessed the gradual recovery of the typhoon survivors 

through the smile and hope reflected in their eyes. They expressed gratitude by 
saying, “DaghangSalamat”  because of many generous people who helped them. 
They felt that they are not alone and that God did not abandon them. They were 
very thankful to the Teresa Family who was one of the first organizations that     
extended assistance especially is repairing their chapels which symbolize of their 
faith. 

 
The delegates came to know also a couple, Mr. Ading and Mrs. Linda Raura, 

who live quiet near the Claretian Mission Center. The couple invited the delegates 
to their house and discussed about the possibility of extending the activities and 
programs of the Teresa Family with the elderly there. After the meeting, the dele-
gates with Fr. Christopher Ligason, CMF, distributed rice to  52 elderly. 

 
Before returning to Manila, the delegates passed by Tacloban City which was 

also greatly damaged by the super typhoon. Rev. An Vu blessed the mass grave of 
the typhoon victims located at the Cathedral compound. The Cathedral, ruined by 
the typhoon, was already repaired and renovated. The people had not fully recov-
ered yet from the great tragedy but they slowly rise up with faith and hope to new 
life bearing in their hearts the memories of their departed loved ones. 
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G. Tracing  the Past: Founder’s 1st visit to the Refugee camp in Morong Bataan 
(Oct. 25, 2015) 

 
On October 25, 2015, delegates from San Jose with Ms. Luisa Arnaldo and 

Rev. An Vu went to Morong, Bataan, northern part of the Philippines, in order to  
visit the former Refugee Camp where Rev. An Vu, Bryan Hang and Ms. Zenh Vang 
stayed for several months in the 1980’s, few years after the fall of Saigon, to process 
their papers before they were transferred to the USA. Rev. An Vu pointed to the  
delegates the area where he stayed. While walking around, they narrated several 
memorable anecdotes. The museum has a replica of the two-floor bunkhouse for 
two (2) families.  There was also a replica of a “monkey house” which was actually a 
detention cell for those who committed petty violations. They also demonstrated 
how they used the glass-shaped coconut shell for drinking. A boat used by             
Vietnamese to cross the Philippines was also displayed in the museum. One can also 
see some pictures and books and other things used by the refugees.  After visiting 
the museum, they went to a Buddhist temple, a Catholic Chapel and a cemetery. 
Rev. An Vu prayed for the dead and blessed some tombs. Many memories flashed 
back and the glimpsed of the past brought about a sense of joy and gratitude in his 
heart. 

 
H. Founder and Co-Founders’ Meeting 
 

On October 22, 2015, after supper, Rev. An Vu gathered all the co-founders. Like 
a father, he repeatedly emphasized that they should unite, have open                      
communication and always bear in mind the good of one another. Though coming 
from different countries and cultures, each one should consider other countries as 
its own. Since Rev. An Vu is getting older, he reminded the group that they should 
be ready to take leadership roles in order to continue the ministry he started. 

 
 
I. St. Therese of the Child Jesus Family Bonding 

A. Cultural Night 
 

The Cultural night was a joyful celebration of solidarity, fraternity, unity and 
exchange of cultural richness. Delegates were wearing different traditional dress as 
they presented their talents in singing and dancing. There were also parlor games 
participated by everyone. Prizes were also given. The delegates from Vinh Long 
gave a framed cross-stitched picture of Vietnamese traditional house as a token to 
Teresa Family Philippines for hosting the 1st International Conference. Even though 
delegates came from different countries and cultures, one can truly feel the love and 
family spirit of the Teresa Family. 
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B. Visit to Philippine Cultural Heritage 
 

After the Conference, Fr. Angelito Ancla, CMF, together with four (4) Teresa 
Charities Volunteers, accompanied the delegates for a tour around tourist and       
historical places of Metro Manila like Manila Cathedral, Fort Santiago, National Park
-Luneta, and Mall of Asia. Other delegates visited some Vietnamese acquaintances 
and friends staying in Metro Manila. 

 
C. Challenges and Hopes 
 

One of the major goals of the Teresa Family is to be recognized as an           
International Private Associate by the Roman Catholic Church. It was clearly stated 
in the letter from the Council of the Laity in Vatican that to be given such status in 
the Church pertinent requirements have to be fulfilled.  Most important of them is 
the stable number of members and presence of Teresa Family in many parts of the 
world implementing several programs and activities for the elderly.  

 
That goal brings with it several challenges. First, Teresa Family in every 

country must have good number of members. Membership entails recruitment  
process, formation, houses, and financial resources. Second, it must have              
sustainable programs. To do so, there must be stable financial status. One of the 
ways that Rev. An Vu thought of in order to attain financial stability is the “Shower 
of Rice” Program, as inspired by the shower of Roses attributed to St. Therese.  The 
basic idea of this program is that for every kilo of Rice that local members get as 
donation, the Teresa Family in Portland will add 2 kilos of rice. Donations can also 
be given in cash and the principle is the same. This program aims to encourage 
both members and donors to find ways to get more local donations so that they will 
have more resources for their programs. The principles and the intentions of the 
program are good but one of its main questions is, Will Teresa Family in Portland 
be able to sustain it? Third, there is a need to strengthen the fraternal bond and  
relationship of members and leaders, particularly the founder, co-founders and 
other persons with leadership and administrative responsibilities. Rev. An Vu      
repeatedly reminded the co-founders to be concern for the good of one another. 
Fourth, Rev. An Vu is getting older. He chose the co-founders to continue living the 
charism he received so that the mission with continue. 

 
The 1st International Conference was successful and gave renewed strength 

because of the lessons and insights that everyone learned from the delegates and 
the activities. They are not alone in the ministry but rather they are a family united 
in one purpose and faith guided by the Spirituality of the Little Way of St. Therese 
of the Child Jesus. 

 
The end of the Conference opened new challenges that also inspire everyone 

to continue and strengthen the Teresa Family and its ministries. Most important of 
all, may its apostolic and charity works become living testimonies of faith and       
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encounters of Christ in the poor and the elderly. 
 
The Founder prays and hopes that the legacy and mission he started will 

continue and grow. Believing that Teresa Family is a work of the Holy Spirit, all the 
challenges will be overcome and the Teresa Family will bear fruits of charity, joy 
and peace especially for the elderly. 

 
The 2nd International Assembly will be on 2017.   

 


